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Can a person a) cherish his or her freedom, b) critically question 
every ideology, c) be convinced of the evolutionary character of fi-
nite reality, d) open to revelation in all the world’s major religions, 
and e) a committed Catholic Christian at the same time? Yes. And 
Leonard Swidler shows us how. The formula is simple in design but 
massive in its erudition. He summons learning gained from his pro-
lific career, combines it with common sense, and filters it through 
all five of these convictions to propose a faithful portrait of Jesus of 
Nazareth. But following Jesus entails a program for churches to be 
catalysts for our common pluralistic life in our new global society. 
Seekers looking at Christianity for meaningful human existence to-
day cannot pass up this fresh, personal, critical, insightful, imagina-
tive, and empowering reappropriation of the Christian story by one 
of its leading interpreters. 

 
Roger Haight, S. J. 
Scholar in Residence, Union Theological Seminary 

What Christians, and particularly Catholic Christians, need above 
all today, in this doubting age, is a believable version of their faith 
which is also continuous with the tradition to which they are com-
mitted.  This gift is what Leonard Swidler has now produced in this 
remarkable book.  A great many people will receive it with relief and 
will stand more firmly in their faith as a result.
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